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The John J. McCloy Memorial Award honors lawyers who have made outstanding
contributions to improving the administration of justice in New York State. The McCloy
Award is named in honor of John J. McCloy, who served as Chair of the Fund and
Committee for Modern Courts from 1961 to 1978. The McCloy Award Reception is also
the largest single source of private funds to support Modern Courts’ programming.

The 2003 McCloy Award was presented on May 19 to Sheila L. Birnbaum, member
of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom. Ms. Birnbaum is nationally recognized as one
of the legal profession’s brightest stars. Her leadership positions in, among others, the
New York Statewide Commission on Fiduciary Appointments; the Second Circuit Task
Force on Race, Ethnic, and Gender Fairness; the Second Circuit Committee on the
Improvement of Civil Litigation; the New York Professional Education Project and the
New York State Judicial Commission on Minorities, as well as her role as professor,
lecturer and author on legal issues, have had a profound impact on the courts in our
state. 

With more than 250 people in attendance, the 2003 McCloy Award Reception was
a tremendous success and a fitting tribute to the work of Sheila Birnbaum. Chief Judge
Judith S. Kaye presented the award again this year, with remarks that highlighted Ms.
Birnbaum’s extraordinary career. The Co-Chairs of the 2003 McCloy event were John D.
Feerick, Barry S. Garfinkel, Bettina B. Plevan, and Melvyn I. Weiss, each of whom was
dedicated to producing an outstanding reception. In addition, Ms. Birnbaum’s firm,
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, generously served as Title Sponsor of the 2003
McCloy Award.

The 2003 John J. McCloy 
Memorial Award 

Sheila L. Birnbaum
accepting the 2003
John J. McCloy Award.

Past honorees are:

DEAN JOSEPH W. BELLACOSA

HON. HUGH L. CAREY

PROF JOHN FEERICK

HON. HUGH R. JONES

ROBERT M. KAUFMAN

HON. EDWARD I. KOCH

VICTOR A. KOVNER

ROBERT MACCRATE

FERN SCHAIR

HON. CYRUS R. VANCE

(left to right) Robert M. Kaufman,
Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye, 
Modern Courts Chair Fern Schair,
Sheila L. Birnbaum, and Dean
Joseph W. Bellacosa.
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The Fund for Modern Courts 
extends sincere thanks to those who
supported our 2003 efforts.

$10,000–$24,999

Foundations
New York Community Trust
Communities Foundation of Texas

Firms
Proskauer Rose LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom LLP

$5,000–9,999

Individuals
Robert M. Kaufman

Corporations
ITT Industries Inc.
Schering-Plough Corporation 

Firms
Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton 
Davis Polk & Wardwell 
Kramer, Levin, Naftalis & Frankel LLP 
Kronish Lieb Weiner & Hellman LLP
Latham & Watkins
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy 

LLP 
Shearman & Sterling 
Sullivan & Cromwell 

Foundations
Dorothea L. Leonhardt Foundation

$2,500–4,999

Individuals
Jeremy G. Epstein
Bettina B. Plevan

Corporations
Blackstone Group L.P. 
Time Inc. 
Verizon
WYETH

Firms
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
Feinberg Group, LLP
Gair, Gair, Conason, Steigman, & 

Mackauf
Jacob Medinger & Finnegan LLP 
Milberg, Weiss, Bershad, Hynes & 

Lerach LLP 
Patterson, Belknap, Webb & Tyler LLP
Seeger Weiss LLP
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
Torys

Foundations
The USAA Foundation

$1,500–2,499

Individuals
Roger R. Aaron
Michael A. Cardozo
David B. Duboff
Haliburton Fales, II
Elizabeth B. Hubbard
Victor A. Kovner
Arthur B. Newman
Fern Schair

Corporations
Blank Rome LLP
Loews Corporation
Pitney Bowes

Firms
Clark Gagliardi & Miller P.C. 
Dewey Ballantine LLP Fulbright & 

Jaworski LLP 
Shack, Siegel, Katz, Flaherty, & 

Goodman P.C.
Vinson & Elkins

$1,000–1,499

Individuals
Helaine M. Barnett
Michael A. Cooper
Sol Neil Corbin
Peter A. Cross
Carey R. Dunne
Prof. John D. Feerick
Vincent A. Maffeo
Samuel Whitney Seymour
Robert C. Sheehan

Hon. Jeffrey G. Stark
Earl Yaffa
Gay Young

Corporations
Eisner and Company LLP

Firms
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 
Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.
Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & Scinto
Herrick Feinstein LLP 
Jenkens & Gilchrist Parker Chapin LLP
Lankler Siffert & Wohl LLP 
Mayer Brown Rowe & Maw LLP
Vladeck, Waldman, Elias & Engelhard, 

P.C.
Wolf Haldenstein Adler Freeman & 

Herz LLP

$500–999

Individuals
Prof. Beatrice S. Frank
John J. Kirby
Robert MacCrate
Douglass B. Maynard
Hon. E. Leo Milonas
Muriel Neufeld
Norman Redlich
Donald D. Shack 
Margaret L. Shaw
Paul L. Shechtman
Anne Sidamon-Eristoff
Richard H. Silberberg
Arthur J. Soong
Charles A. Stillman
Evelyn M. Stock
Carl B. Weisbrod

Corporations
Forensic Investigative Associates, Inc. 
Gutenberg Printers

Firms
Bracken Margolin & Gouvis LLP 
Cohen Milstein Hausfeld & Toll P.L.L.C.
CUNY Law School
Fordham University 
Godosky & Gentile, PC
Kean, Miller, Hawthorne, D’Armond, 

McCowan & Jarman
St. John’s University School of Law
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In Appreciation

$499 and Below

Individuals
Hon. Robert Abrams
Mark H. Alcott
Laura C. Altschuler
Michael J. Balch
Hon. Phylis Skloot Bamberger
Lenore H. Banks
Hon. Richard J. Bartlett
Dean Joseph W. Bellacosa
Stephen A. Block
Leonard B. Boehner
Eric B. Brettschneider
Prof. Catherine T. Brody
Gary S. Brown
Zachary Carter
Victoria Cashman
Mary Ann Cleaves
Ruth Cowan
Hon. Matthew T. Crosson
Evan A. Davis
Robert Duboff
Hon. John R. Dunne
Victor M. Earle
Hon. Betty Weinberg Ellerin
Robert R. Elliott
Sheldon H. Elsen
Kevin J. Farrelly
Myrna Felder
Dr. Joseph Fins
Fred Fishman
Hon. Helen E. Freedman
David Friedman
John Furfaro
Frederick H. Gillmore
Dean Kristin Booth Glen
Dean Howard A. Glickstein
Hon. Marcia C. Goldstein
Frances Gottfried
Bruce A. Green
Daniel L. Greenberg
Prof. John DeWitt Gregory
Hon.. Allan L. Gropper
Dean Thomas F. Guernsey
Robert L. Haig
Dennis R. Hawkins
Prof. William E. Hellerstein
Hon. Audrey G. Hochberg
Bruce A. Hubbard
Josephine Lea Iselin
Barry Kamins
Thomas J. Kavaler

Stephen D. Kaye
Alfreida B. Kenny
Hon. G. Oliver Koppell
Rachel L. Kretser
Glenn Lau-Kee
Hon. Franz S. Leichter
Hon. Howard A. Levine
Susan B. Lindenauer
Richard B. Long
E. Nobles Lowe
Michael M. Martin
Alfred Miller
Henry G. Miller
Hon. Karla Moskowitz
Hon. Jeanne B. Mullgrav
Robert C. Newman
Ceclia E. Norat
Kenneth C. Olson
Barbara Berger Opotowsky
Hon. John T. Racanelli
Alan I. Raylesberg
Kathy H. Rocklen
Alan Rothstein
Jay G. Safer
Dorothy Samuels
Frederick P. Schaffer
Lynn Hecht Schafran
Helga A. Schroeter
David A. Schulz
H. Richard Schumacher
Bart M. Schwartz
Doris Shaffer
Carol Sherman
Shirley Adelson Siegel
Hon. Jacqueline W. Silbermann
Hon. Jane S. Solomon
Madeline C. Stoller
Donald I Strauber
Stuart A. Summit
Dean William Treanor
Hon. Randolph F. Treece
Cyrus R. Vance, Jr.
Justin L. Vigdor
Dean Joan G. Wexler
Milton L. Williams, Jr.
Gail Yaus
Dean David Yellen
Hon. Ruth Jane Zuckerman

Corporations
JAMS/Endispute 

Firms
Berke-Weiss & Pechman LLP 
Coblence & Warner 
Goodkind Labaton Rudoff & 

Sucharow LLP
Mandel Resnik Kaiser Moskowitz & 

Greenstein, P.C. 
Morvillo Abramowitz Grand 

Iason & Silberberg PC 
Orans Elsen & Lupert LLP 
Schoeman, Updike, & Kaufman, LLP

Foundations
Ford Foundation Matching 

Gift Program 
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Audited Audited
2003 2002

E X P E N S E S
Salaries 332,754 315,441

Employee Benefits and Payroll Taxes 70,935 55,978

Occupancy 75,731 70,370

Professional Fees 28,075 24,416

Conferences 10,735 5,348

Printing and Publications 16,429 15,786

Office Supplies 12,396 11,020

Telephone/Communications 8,117 7,445

Postage/Delivery Services 7,441 8,540

Equipment and Repair 17,070 27,740

Subscriptions and Dues 1,588 1,349

Travel 3,732 2,678

Depreciation 3,551 6,099

Internet Expenses 9,412 9,225

Miscellaneous 6,737 3,745

Insurance 2,608 3,391

TOTAL 607,311 568,571

I N C O M E

Unrestricted Income 599,405 602,563

Restricted Income – 50,000 

TOTAL 599,405  652,563

Surplus (Deficit) (7,906) 83,992

The IRS has determined that contributions to the Fund for Modern Courts are tax-deductible under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Copies of the audited financial statements are available from
Modern Courts upon request. A copy of our latest financial filing may be obtained by writing to the New York
State Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10271 or to the Fund for
Modern Courts, 351 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019.



Design by
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Printed by
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Ken Jockers, Executive Director, joined the Fund for Modern Courts in September 2002. Previously, he was
Executive Director of the Volunteer Lawyers Project, a free legal service program serving the indigent in
Brooklyn. Until 1997, Ken served as Assistant Counsel to Manhattan Borough President Ruth W. Messinger.
Ken is a graduate of Connecticut College. He earned his law degree as a night student at Brooklyn Law
School, where he was Articles Editor for the Journal of Law and Social Policy. 

Kimyetta R. Robinson, Director of Court Monitoring, joined Modern Courts in January, 1999. She is a
graduate of Columbia University with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. Ms. Robinson coordinates court
monitoring projects in counties around New York State, and writes and edits reports and other publications. 

Violet Moss, Director of Advocacy, joined Modern Courts in December, 2003. Previously, she served on 
NYS Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s Program and Counsel staff as the Senior Legislative Analyst for the
Assembly Standing Committee on Health. She is a graduate of the State University of New York at Albany.
Violet organizes public outreach and education events, and manages lobbying efforts for the Committee for
Modern Courts.

Jane Eggers, Director of the Citizens Jury Project, joined Modern Courts in November, 2001. Previously,
Jane directed community education programs and interned for Human Rights Watch and the United Nations.
She is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire and Columbia University, where she received a Master
of Science in Social Work in International Policy. As Director of the Citizens Jury Project, Ms. Eggers
coordinates the Project’s Ombudservice, analyzes data collected in Manhattan and Brooklyn courts, writes
reports, and assists in the development and implementation of jury-related studies in New York courts. 

Gabrielle A. Hanna, Director of Development, joined Modern Courts in December 2002. She is a graduate
of Barnard College and Columbia University, and has most recently been the President of a fundraising
consulting firm in New York City.

Anne Marie Couser, Capital District Director joined the Modern Courts in October 2003. Previously, she
was Director of Special Projects for Community Maternity Services, a not-for-profit family services agency
providing support services to young people throughout 14 counties in upstate New York. From 1983-1995,
Anne Marie practiced law in the Capital District. Anne Marie is a graduate of The University of New York at
Albany. She earned her law degree at Albany Law School. Anne Marie Couser administers court monitoring
projects in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, and Schenectady Counties, and coordinates lobbying efforts for the
Committee for Modern Courts.

Lisa Crawford, Administrative Assistant, joined Modern Courts in 2002. She attended Liberal Arts courses
at The College of Staten Island. She provides clerical and project support for the staff and Board of Directors.

Staff



The Fund for
Modern Courts351 West 54th StreetNew York, NY 10019

(212) 541-6741e-mail: justice@moderncourts.orgwww.moderncourts.org

The Fund for Modern 
Courts, Inc., a nonpartisan, 
nonprofit, statewide court 
reform organization, is 
concerned with the quality 
and administration of 
justice in New York State. 
The Fund researches the 
problems confronting 
the state court system 
and sponsors programs 
educating the public 
about the urgent need for 
improvement.


