
$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$0
1885 1915 1935 1945 20051895 1905 1925 1965 1975 1985 19951955

Inflation-Adjusted Salaries For NY Court Of Appeals 
Judge 

1887: Nominal salary of 
Court of Appeals Associate 
Judge = $10,000 ($228,418)

1926 pay increase 
($269,260)

1952 pay 
increase
($265,680) 

1975 pay increase 
($243,912)

1987 pay increase
($219,301) 

1999 pay increase 
($196,607)

2008: Current salary of 
Court of Appeals Associate 
Judge = $151,200

1894-1925: 
Constitution Forbids

Pay Increases

Sources: Historical Statistics of the United States, Millennial Edition On Line (Susan B. Carter et al. eds, Cambridge Univ. Press 2006) (Meli Aff. Ex. B); U.S. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor    
Statistics, Consumer Price Index Data (Meli Aff. Ex. C)
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Inflation-Adjusted Salaries For Judges Since 
1975
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$177,750
(Nominal Salary, $136,700)

State SalariesFederal Salaries

Decreased By 
Over 30%

$177,750
(Nominal Salary, $136,700)

$197,300
(Nominal Salary, $48,998)

$169,120 
(Nominal Salary, $42,000)

$169,30
0

$136,700

Source: U.S. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Inflation Calculator, http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/cpicalc.pl (Kaye Aff. Ex. I)
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Dollars



Salaries: NY Public Officials And Public-Sector 
Employees

Position Salary

NYC District Attorneys $190,000

Dean, Buffalo University Law School $232,899

Dean, CUNY Law School $215,000

NYC Corporation Counsel $189,700

Attorney, State Comptroller’s Office $160,540

CUNY General Counsel $220,000

Over 1,000 SUNY Professors $150,000 or more

Levittown Superintendent of Schools $292,642

Deputy Chancellor, NYC Department of Education $212,960

Rochester Superintendent of Schools $230,000

Acting Counsel to Governor (appointed 7/8/08) $178,000

Acting Deputy Secretary to Governor (appointed 7/8/08) $165,000

Interim Dir. of State Operations (appointed 7/8/08) $178,000
Source: NCSC Report (Kaye Aff. Ex. C) at 10-11



Selected State Employees’ Salaries – 1999
(40 State Departments or Agencies; 160 Senior Positions)
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Judge = $136,700



Selected State Employees’ Salaries – 2007
(40 State Departments or Agencies; 160 Senior Positions)

Source: Kaye Aff. Ex. T
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Salaries: Non-Profit Sector – 2007

Position  Salary

Average CEO of Non-Profit, Northeast $173,267

President, NY Public Library $600,280

Director, Brooklyn Museum $467,280

CEO, YMCA of Greater NY $404,641

Executive Director, Human Rights Watch $288,750

President, NAACP Legal Defense & Education Fund $248,406

Executive Director, Lambda Legal $214,000

Source: NCSC Report (Kaye Aff. Ex. C) at 12.



Salaries: NYS Private-Sector Attorneys

Partner – Firm 10 or More Lawyers (2004) $293,567 $350,000 

Partner – Firm of 2 to 9 Lawyers (2004) $173,643 $220,000 

1st Year Associate – Large NYC Firm (2008) $160,000

 Top 25%Average

Salary Position

Sources: The AM Law 100 2008, American Lawyer, May 2008 (Kaye Aff. Ex. N); The 2004 Desktop Reference on the Economics of Law Practice in New York State (Kaye Aff. Ex. M)

In 2007, no fewer than twenty major law firms in New York City (with a total of 2,700 
partners) had profits per partner ranging from over $1 million to slightly under $5 million.  
(American Lawyer, May 2008)



Courtroom Salaries

Witness Box

Jury

Judge

Judge = $136,700

District Attorneys
(2008)

$190,000

Large Firm Partner 
(2004)

$293,567

First-Year 
Associate NYC Firm

(2008)
$160,000

Major Firm Partner
(2008)

$1,000,000+

Small Firm Partner
(2004) 

$ 173,643


